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Welcome to 12th grade.  
Here’s a nice handout containing some rules and guidelines (behavioral and academic) that are set for your English class this year.  Please familiarize yourself with them.  

Here is a list of certain behaviors I hope to see from you on a daily basis:
· I’d like you to be punctual.  I reserve the right to assign a detention if you are late 3 times. 

· I’d also like for you to be awake during class.  Being awake is very important.  Being attentive is also a big plus.  
· I’d like you to raise your hand when you wish to speak. I do not want to hear you call out or interrupt another speaker. 
· Remember to bring your materials: a notebook, folder, writing utensils, and whatever text we are working on will be needed on a daily basis.

· I expect that the guidelines for dress code will be followed at all times. You will be sent to the assistant principal’s office if you don’t follow the code.  
· You may bring a snack or drink to class, but this privilege will be revoked if you make a mess or leave trash.  Also, be mindful of others when you eat—don’t be distracting.  I don’t like crunchy noises or crinkly bag sounds.  
· If you need to be excused for a trip to the restroom or water fountain, you may do so at any time. Feel free to get up and go without asking for my permission. But please, do not abuse this privilege. Fill out your pass book for me to sign, and remember to use the sign out sheet located at the front of the room.  Write your name neatly and keep the sign out area tidy.  And don’t take a 20 minute tour of the building.  
· Take responsibility for your actions.  Say you’re sorry if you make a mistake and handle the consequences with integrity.

· Be careful with your words—it is of utmost importance to me that every student feels welcome and safe every single time they step into this classroom.  
· Be positive.  Be happy. You’re in English class.  Hooray!
My Dissertation on Cell Phones
I live in the real world.  I get it.  But I still think that manners are important.  If I am spending time with my family or my friends, and I need to send a text message, I do so at an appropriate time—not while we are at the dinner table or while we are talking.  Likewise, I expect you to use your manners when it comes to your cell phone. 

If your cell phone is on your desk while I am teaching, I will ask you to put it away.  If you are driven to distraction by your cell phone and you miss something important, I will most likely not repeat myself.  If this is a recurring problem for you, then you will need to set boundaries for yourself.  

While we are taking tests, you may not use your phone at all.  Why? Believe it or not, some people have been caught cheating with the aid of their cell phones.  Crazy, I know.  Automatic zero for anyone who is seen with a cell phone during a test. 

Just be smart about your phone.  Common sense.  
Academic Expectations
· Never, ever plagiarize. If you are caught copying someone else’s work, you will receive no credit for the assignment, a call will be made to your parents, and you will receive a disciplinary referral.  It’s never worth it.  Consult your handbook for the official rules on plagiarism. 
· Homework is due on the day that it is due. I don’t accept late homework.
· If you are missing class due to a sporting event or school activity, it is your responsibility to show me the work that is due for that day before you go. You will not receive credit if you don’t do this. It is also your responsibility to find out what your assignments are.

· Major assignments will be accepted up to one day late. However, the highest grade you can receive if you submit an assignment one day late is a “C.” Major assignments will not be accepted after the day after they are due.

· If you email me a paper due to a broken printer or low ink or whatever, that’s great, but you still need to print it out and bring me the paper copy.  I simply don’t have the time to print your work. Sorry(
· Throughout the course of the year, you will be doing a lot of writing (informational, persuasive, research, and creative). It will be your responsibility to make sure your werk is PROOFRED. If you are not accustomed to regularly proofreading your work, please get in the habit or have someone you no take a look at you’re work before you submit it.  Do yerself this favore.
· Don’t cheat on tests or copy any kind of work from anyone else. Zeros for anyone who does.

· If you need to discuss a grade, it is best to schedule a time after school. Don’t ask about your grade during class, especially in front of everyone.  Please use the parent portal to view your grades
· I am here to help you before and after school. Schedule a time to come in if you need help with an assignment.

· Tests cannot be made up during regular class hours. You may come in to make it up with me or go to CSR during a study hall.  If a test is not made up by the end of the marking period, you will receive a zero for that test grade.  If you have missed a test due to special circumstances or an extended absence, you will receive an incomplete for the marking period which will be adjusted once the test is completed. 
· You can email me at mmeanix@methacton.org with any questions or concerns you may have.  
